journalists in both the amateur and professional branches of the sport across West Yorkshire.
These memories offer a unique window into the relationship between sport, leisure and the wider social history of twentieth-century Britain. Most of the interviews document the experiences of people who would normally be excluded from the historical record, providing a wide range of perspectives on the past that would otherwise have remained unknown. Like Harry Jepson's early recollections, their testimonies are highly personalised accounts that reflect a variety of different relationships between the sport, the interviewees and the communities in which they were situated.
Yet this fertile mix of historical experience is set against the background of a sport with a pervasive self image which is rich in cultural narratives that largely reflect its distinctive origins in nineteenth-century Britain. The project therefore also provides a valuable opportunity to offer empirical perspectives on the discourse between oral historians and cultural theorists which is focused on the inherent tension between 'collective' and 'individual' memory.
The 1970s saw a pioneering shift in theoretical emphasis among oral historians such as Alessandro Portelli. In answer to conventional historians who began to question the use of personal memory as a historical source because of its lack of factual accuracy Portelli and others developed an approach centred on the subjectivity and meanings which are embedded in oral testimony. Portelli famously argued oral sources…are not always fully reliable in point of fact. Rather than being a weakness, this is, however, their strength: errors, inventions and myths lead us through and beyond facts to their meanings. 2 Through this perspective memory 'became the subject of oral history as well as the source' and greater emphasis was placed on the relationship between past and present in historical memory'. 3 Consequently oral historians began to address questions such as how people make sense of their past, how they connect individual experience and its social context and how the past becomes part of the present, and how people use it to interpret their lives and the world around them. 4 But by the 1980s this focus on individual memory as the subject of oral history was itself coming under increased academic scrutiny. A number of oral historians and cultural theorists began to examine how 'the wider social and cultural context in which remembering takes place' influences the way memories are constructed. 5 Rather than solely reflecting personal experience it was argued that individual memory is built around historical symbols and representations created in acts of popular or collective remembering. These are mediated through various means which have become grouped under the generic term 'collective memory', such as books, films, museums and television programmes as well as orally by social interaction. Drawing on the ideas of sociologist Maurice Halbwachs, as Michael Roper explained the collective memory approach is built upon the notion that personal accounts of the past are never produced in isolation from these public narratives, but must operate within their terms. Remembering always entails the working of past experiences into available cultural scripts. 6 The key question Roper and others addressed was how far individual memory becomes subsumed within these cultural scripts. 7 They argued that the conscious and subconscious need for individuals to be socially accepted causes their memories to be shaped or selected in ways which conform to dominant cultural narratives within specific communities. Other academics have also linked these ideas to the form and structure within which personal experiences are remembered and Michael Schudson has argued that as memory can only be expressed through the cultural construction of language in socially structured patterns of recall; in the most important sense all memory is collective cultural memory. 8 However, as Peter Burke identified, there is a strong tendency among collective memory theorists to 'discuss the social function of memory as if conflict and dissent did not exist'. 9 Indeed Anna Green has asked,
Collective memory appears to operate on an understanding of semantic memory where remembering is reduced to operate on a predetermined set of cultural This study will also adopt an empirical approach in order to inform the theoretical discourse which surrounds the debate over individual and collective memory. In contrast to Thompson's in depth focus upon the memories of one individual, however, it will use personal testimonies collected through a much less structured interview technique from a wide range of people who are linked by shared social and cultural experiences of sport and recreational activity. First it will identify how a collective memory of rugby league has been formed through a range of cultural narratives which relate to key themes in the sport's history. Then the different ways in which personal testimonies that were collected through the 'Up and Under' project relate to a central issue within this discourse will be explored to asses how far individuals are able to reflect independently upon their own experiences and offer alternative perspectives on the wider collective memory.
The key role played by the interview process in shaping oral history testimonies, however, first requires a brief consideration of the circumstances under which the material was gathered. The aim of the project was to elicit individual perspectives on prominent themes and experiences which have shaped rugby league's past. As project manager I carried out most of the interviews, with occasional help from students on work placements and volunteers who received guidance and feedback throughout their involvement.
Our approach was essentially unstructured and the interviews took the form of loosely chronological life narratives. We sought to engage with interviewees, listen closely to what they had to say and respond by asking open questions to explore lines of interest in the search for deeper explanations and expressions of meaning. In almost every interview, respondents were initially asked to recall their earliest memories of the sport and on occasions the subsequent narrative was directed towards the issues and events which were of interest to us through further more specific questioning. But where possible those interviewed were left free to direct the course of the dialogue and this enabled them to reflect upon the key experiences they gained through the sport in ways which offer valuable insights into the cultural narratives that surround rugby league.
'A perfected model of an imperfect world' Dominant Cultural Narratives of Sport and Rugby League.
Sport in general and rugby league in particular provide fertile and relatively unexplored ground in which to examine the tensions between collective and individual memory. 13 Indeed it can be argued that a rich discourse has developed among both academics and non-academics which is itself influential in the construction of numerous prominent cultural narratives. Largely due to the circumstances surrounding the division of the sport in 1895 the two codes of rugby have each become the subject of a separate but interrelated public discourse which has proved remarkably enduring. Rugby became two separate codes when the Northern Rugby Football Union (NRFU) was formed in 1895 following a bitter dispute over the issue of payment to compensate players for time spent away from work, widely referred to as 'broken time'. But more importantly the division of rugby reflected deepening social and cultural divisions in late nineteenth-century Britain which underscored conflicting approaches to sport among the middle and working-classes.
In the middle of the nineteenth-century these differences were articulated through the construction of a distinctive cultural narrative which played a pivotal role in the subsequent development of modern sport. In the context of middle-class life sport was invested with a kind of moral purity that encapsulated the ideals of Amateurism which were cultivated in the public schools where football had been formalised during the William Langley contrasted the values upheld by rugby union players with those of 'boys from working-class backgrounds' who hope that 'football will toss them £50,000 a week, a mock-Tudor mansion and a Malibu-guzzling blonde in a Bentley'. More than a century after the split and eight years after rugby union itself had become a professional sport, he could still claim that
The game's extraordinarily high standards of sportsmanship, discipline, camaraderie and valour survive, indeed thrive, because only a relative few are ever likely to aspire to them. These are unfashionable values. They may be burnished on the field of play, but they are forged elsewhere; around the hearths of solid, traditional families, and in those schools -mostly, but far from exclusively, in the independent sector -where rugby is cherished….Rugby (Union),….is a part of an education. The schools that foster it will almost certainly be among the best of their kind. The boys that play it are more likely to grow up confident, well-behaved (at least when sober), popular and trusted. 15 The social exclusivity that Langley looked to protect in rugby union and his disdain for what he perceived as the greed of working-class professionals remain at the heart of popular perceptions of rugby league's roots. For many the establishment of the NRFU by 22 clubs from industrial towns in the north of England was an act of defiance against the hypocrisy of the middle-class southern establishment in the form of the RFU.
The perceived failure of the RFU to recognise the different needs of the northern clubs reflected a well-established view of the way similar attitudes towards the north prevailed amongst southern based political and economic institutions. 16 Indeed while most clubs in the south had voted against the principle of remuneration for working-class players who took time off work to play rugby some saw nothing wrong in paying generous expenses to their own middle-class players. 17 These sentiments were expressed almost immediately after the division of the sport in a letter that appeared in the Yorkshire Post on 21 September 1895 which declared I say with Mark Twain's bold bad boy, that we glory in the sentence of outlawry pronounced on us, as freeing us from the tyrannical bondage of the English
[Rugby] Union, and we breath pure air in being freed from the stifling atmosphere of deceit in which we previously existed. 18 To many of its supporters the NRFU subsequently became an emblem of growing northern working-class identity and independence which reflected the distinctive culture of the urban industrial communities where it had originated.
As Karl Spracklen has noted, despite the major social and economic changes which have taken place during last 116 years this view has continued to dominate perceptions of rugby league. Along with the impact of new commonwealth immigration and the rise of multiculturalism, communities across the north of England have been transformed in the last 50 or so years by the decline of those structural industries upon which they were built. Yet in 1986 Thomas Keneally could still write when describing rugby league in his novel A Family Madness, which was set in Sydney, Australia, how A sport could be to people like Delany not merely a sect, but a cosmology, a perfected model of an imperfect world. Rugby league was a game whose laws had been codified by workers in the forlorn north of England who were invaded by that peculiar genius which concerns itself with the serious business of human games, and produced what was to Delaney the supreme code, a cellular structure composed of thirteen players which mimicked life and art and war so exactly that it became them'. 19 Spracklen has identified how in both written and spoken narratives perceptions of rugby league in the present are often articulated in terms of the past. To many of its followers the sport continues to symbolise an idealised working-class way of life and sense of community that characterised the traditional industrial north of England in which rugby league first developed, but which has now disappeared. The main focus of Spracklen's work has been how these dominant perceptions of rugby league perpetuate exclusion particularly along lines of gender and ethnicity. 20 According to him, through this cultural narrative of rugby league the traditional industrial north has been replaced by an 'imaginary community' which '(re) constructs northern-ness as white, working-class and male'. But he also identified that the problematic of community -both in the sense of a social group in a larger society and of a group or team within a sport -was the key to deciphering the myths and claims and arguments that had shaped the forms of life (Wittgenstein, 1968; Bloor, 1983 ) that the people in rugby league used to understand themselves and their surroundings. 21 Of central importance to this discourse is the perception that the sport has always engendered a strong communal bond between those who play and watch it. One of the fundamental components in the construction of this cultural narrative is the fact that until the 1990s professional rugby league only provided part-time employment for its players and even the sport's biggest stars also worked in full time jobs, often in the communities they represented on the field of play. Indeed for most professionals who fail to reach the game's highest level, rugby league still offers only a supplementary income to full-time employment outside the sport.
As a sport that in part owes its very existence to the issue of 'broken time', the working life of players outside rugby league is clearly a highly symbolic issue. Ironically, rather than symbolising an act of defiance the proposed legalisation of 'broken time'
payments was an attempt to reach a compromise. Through this measure the northern clubs sought to reassure the RFU that players were to be recompensed only for the time they spent away from work whilst participating in matches and would not become full time professionals. Indeed even following the division of the sport, it was not intended that the NRFU should adopt open professionalism and enable rugby to provide the sole source of income for players. To reinforce this principle a series of 'work clauses' were added to the rules of the game in 1898 which specified that players were required to hold 'bona fide employment', which did not include jobs such as 'billiard makers, waiters in public houses, or any employment in connection with a club'. 22 The administrative demands of enforcing the 'work clauses' caused them to be abandoned in 1905. However, the financial realities which faced the sport meant that most players had to balance work outside rugby league with the demands of a professional playing career until the 1990s.
Nevertheless, the requirement for players to work in jobs outside rugby league has had an impact which penetrates far beyond the sport's economic structure. It became part of the discourse around which, as Karl Spracklen has noted, an idealised conception of rugby league that was based upon popular perceptions of traditional northern working-class life came to be formed. To many it helped to create and continually reinforce a strong bond between rugby league players, clubs and the communities they represented. This view became one of the key cultural narratives around which the sport's collective discourse has been developed. It was reflected by
Stanley Chadwick who, in a 1948 edition of the Rugby League Review, explained that, for its supporters, the game …forms part of their very existence….to them the players are Tom, Bill or Jack;
often they work alongside them in workshop or office, and are members of the same club; their wives meet in food queues and at the child welfare centre. The nature of work in which most professional rugby league players found themselves was also significant. The occupational background of players often mirrored that of the predominantly working-class communities in which the clubs they represented were based. Most were employed in manual jobs as skilled, semi skilled or unskilled labour. As Tony Collins identified the cultural world of manual labour was built around a distinctive concept of masculinity that was central to the traditional self image of working men. It encapsulated notions of strength, endurance, the ability to withstand pain and to triumph over adversity which also came to be seen as fundamental characteristics of rugby league players. When we were on afternoons we used to, in us overalls, nip across the railway line, on to the training pitch (sic) do us training and put us overalls back on and nip back over the railway line and go back to the pit. Sleeping during a shift underground was a serious offence which could result in dismissal.
However, as Jackie Blackburn, who played for Featherstone Rovers in the 1940s and 1950s, explained it was often not just their workmates who looked out for rugby league players in the mines. He recalled how getting time off to play was 'no problem, they were all Featherstone supporters, you see, the manager was a Featherstone supporter.'
'I used to have to go to work and face them guys working on another machine' -Alternatives Perspectives on the Dominant Cultural Script.
But alongside and sometimes within memories recalled during the project which serve to underscore the cultural narratives that have been constructed around rugby league a variety of other perspectives were also offered. In some cases these become apparent through a closer reading of the 'text' and serve to question dominant assumptions in relatively subtle ways. As Susan Ostrov has identified, oral testimony can 'contain a multiplicity of positions that are contradictory'. 31 So for example, rather than mythologize the physical hardships he faced combining a professional career in rugby league with work down the mines Frank Wagstaff chose to underplay its significance, commenting only that 'It was pretty tough really.'
Keith Bridges was equally reticent about the strong communal bond which was evidently forged between players and supporters of rugby league down the mines where he worked. Teamwork was essential at the coal face. All were expected to contribute fully and very few concessions were given to those who did not fulfil their responsibilities. So to place the preparation these players required in order to perform at their best for the local rugby league club ahead of such concerns was an act of considerable significance from their workmates. Yet when asked if they knew that he and Jimmy Thompson were leaving their shifts to go training Keith Bridges simply replied, 'Oh yeah they knew, yeah. They were all right with it, yeah.'
As these understated reflections clearly suggest, many former players' recollections indicate that their relationship with supporters in the workplace was far less straightforward than the way it has been portrayed in the sport's collective discourse.
Indeed other former players recalled experiences which challenge the cultural narratives Brothers, he worked in various jobs and after retiring from rugby league became a civil servant before moving to the coast to enjoy a long and happy retirement. 37 Rugby league clearly shaped his life a very positive way and this was reflected throughout the interview which was one of very few to be conducted with more than two people present. Although only four people were in attendance, the dynamics of the interview were very different from the occasions when just the interviewer and the interviewee had been present. As is the case with many former professional sports men and women, Bryn Knowleden was an excellent story teller well versed in recounting experiences from his eventful life. The presence of a small but appreciative audience enabled him to convey the significant events which shaped his experiences of rugby league and life in general through a rich array of stories and anecdotes.
But rather than simply reflect the broader discourse which makes up rugby league's collective memory, when the context of his interview is considered Bryn
Knowleden can be viewed in relation to a role that has been described by Melissa Walker as the 'memory bearer'. Late in life members of a generation which has experienced a remarkable period of change can become aware that they are amongst the last living witnesses to a particular way of life. This realisation influences their memories of the past and causes them to idealize the aspects of life that have now disappeared in a way which reflects critically on the present. 38 Bryn Knowleden's playing career spanned the wartime years and those which immediately followed. The people who lived through this period experienced a remarkable sense of togetherness which has since been lost. 39 So when looking back at these events 60 or so years later it is perhaps understandable that he remembered his relationship with the supporters who worked alongside him with a sense of affection despite the criticism they sometimes directed towards him.
Viewing the narrator and their narrative from within this wider context also enables individual memories of common experiences to provide perspectives on other aspects of the sport's collective discourse. Despite concerted efforts to find people from a wide variety of backgrounds to take part in the project the demographic of those interviewed largely reflected the dominance of white males within rugby league. But some opportunities arose to interview people from outside this group and on one such occasion Bak Diabira, a half back of North African descent who was born in Marseilles and played for Bradford Northern, Blackpool and Keighley, recalled events which mirrored those experienced by Ken Senior and Bryn Knowleden, He explained.
I worked alongside the supporters and when you had a good game it was nice but when you had a poor game, these guys used to tell you about it. It was good in one way because you were all fighting the same cause, they were supporters and they didn't want you to have bad games …. They'd much prefer to come into work on a Monday morning and pat you on the back rather than kick you up the backside. And you enjoyed it, it made your working week a lot more pleasant when you'd had a good game on the Sunday because for the remainder of the week you were the king in the factory. 40 Even though support from his workmates was far from unconditional, the status and acceptance Bak gained through playing rugby league emphasises how, as Karl Spracklen has shown, narratives from those excluded from the sport's white, working-class and male 'imagined community' can address 'oversights' to the 'approved version of history'. .. we went and waited behind the changing rooms, until we could ask somebody how he was. He wasn't seriously injured. But because he was a friend as well as a rugby league player, there was that concern about him. You know 'let's go out and hit somebody'. So you stayed out of the way.
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Conclusion
The complex nature of individual memory has clearly been overlooked by some cultural theorists in a way which illustrates the importance of adopting an empirical approach in order to answer questions raised by theoretical debates in the social sciences.
Yet the need to engage theoretical discourse on the study of memory with empirical The 'Up and Under' project, clearly documented individual memories that relate to the working life of professional players outside rugby league in ways which provide a much broader range of perspectives than those offered by the sport's collective discourse.
Throughout much of the twentieth century the workplace provided rugby league supporters with a degree of access to the players they paid to watch each week which, it could be argued, was almost unique in professional sport. It was not unknown for players at the highest level of association football and cricket, the other two leading British professional team sports, to also find alternative forms of employment during their playing careers. But as these were full time professional sports, players only worked in other jobs outside their respective playing seasons. So they were not subject to the kind of close regular contact with supporters after each performance that rugby league players experienced. Through their relationship in the workplace personal friendships were undoubtedly developed between those who played and watched rugby league. These feature strongly in the memories of supporters in a way which reinforces the celebration of traditional working class community in rugby league's cultural narratives. But working alongside the players also enabled supporters to vent their frustrations when events on the field of play fell below expectations and whilst this was recalled by former players it does not feature in either the memories of supporters or the sport's collective discourse.
These contrasting narratives reflect the perspectival nature of individual memory.
But they also demonstrate that collective memory is equally subjective and shaped to represent a specific view of the past which excludes alternative perspectives of common or shared experiences that individual memories are able to offer. The fickle nature of those who watched rugby league clearly tempered the way players remembered their relationship with supporters in ways that serve to undermine the sport's key cultural
narratives. Yet professional rugby league players faced a whole range of wider circumstances which are not fully reflected in the sport's collective discourse. The demands of combining a playing career with work outside rugby league clearly restricted opportunities for economic and occupational advancement and accentuated the economic uncertainties and physical hardships that were often faced by men with their social background. These narratives provide a more representative picture of traditional working class life and the world of manual labour than that provided by the sport's collective discourse. They featured most often in former players' memories of working life outside the sport and demonstrate how by revealing the hidden lives of those normally excluded from the historical record oral history can unlock individual memories which offer new perspectives on broader historical narratives.
